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HE STORY>™ STOLEN IDOL:

By George Barton..

through the crowd, and Ah Sin finally y dulgent smile, *I that's all in eommunicatlos
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nediately afterward he became the ofti- | boyishness which was belled by the

small closely woven sleve in the corner

Remedies that have been tested
or the room,

formality | glitter in thelr usually

Lew Pang whispered

duil, filmy eyes,
very earnestly

case
auncing with curt

down this afternoon and
thizs heathen show."
when the chief and his
ree installed in frong seats
in the little theater on the Midway ¢i
the exposition grounds, Barnes was his
le self, happy to dis-
card temporarily the straftfacket of
offcialdom.  For more than gwo hours
the sepimingly Intermisable- perform-
ance wenton. For a time the nolse and
Clatter and  strangeness interested
Ulancy, but after that he began to
fidget and glance at his wateh, Not so
the chief Inspector. He looked intently
at tors and frequently questioned
Ah the obliging Intérpreter, who
} been provided for his benefit.” A
dainty’ Chinese girl, emerging from the
gloom back of the slage, trotted down
toward the footlights .to the welrd ac-
mpaniment of the tom toms, and
fluking to the floor, skilfully
: Il her fan in the direction of
the au e Aninstant look of recog-
nition #pread the face of the chlef
1!':”,»‘{«;-_ He turned to the interpre-
er,
“Who {s thatp

4 resistant

rdinarlly agre

03

“That's Ching Moy,” was the re=
sponse,

‘She seems to be 4 favorite,’

"Oh, vas,

réplied Ah 8in proudly;
¥ lady alleo samee,"”
VAs a tragedy—perhaps that
ished so much unalloyed
) the Ameri In the audience.
e noamen among the spectators
10ked on In stolid silenee and with un-
wiking patlence, During a Jull in the
JErformance the chief, with a4 yawn of
atlon, turnedto Yk assistant,

"What do you thi of 'em
ol iy,

glanced up g)
L ¢hests and smell

“she lead|;
Tha pla

}

. 1ok like 1
ike: the vepy'' —
Burnes rajseq o protesting finger, But

Cliney P
o) VA8 I one of his argumentas
tve moods,

A Chinan an's
W& want With ‘am?

dries, rufn our shirt

L Chinaman.
']'.‘.

Whatta
y'Il open laun-

with an in-
His face

to her, but she answered
different shrug and a laugh.

hardened, and jumping up with an
angry gesture, he strode from the
room. After that the coal black head

of Ching Moy and the shaven crown
of Woo Tong got very close together,
Presently there was a flutter in the
room, One of the stoldd faced China-
men on -the side of the table made a
discovery. The little god of love, hov-
ering above them-—or was it Woo
Tong 7—had softly dropped something
on the table, It was exquisitely sim-
ple. A paper dragon was bhefore the
man and a paper phoenix in front of
the woman. They were sewed togeth-
er with two pleces of red silk. Every
one in the room-—except Barnes and
Clancy—recognized the meaning of
the ancient symbols. Woo Tong and
Ching Moy were betrothed! All were
happer over this beautiful bit of Imag-
ery, and no one gave any thought to
the absent Lew Pang, thus worstod by

his rival in real life, as he had re-
peatedly been on the mimic stage.
Nothing would do hut that Barnes

should stay for the evening performs-
ance and then participate In a genuine
Chinese dinner to celebrate the real
engagement of the hero and heroine,
& consummation which had been eag-
erly looked for by the members of tho
ipany, who had participated in the
stage afaly so many hundreds of
times,  Claney threw out a hint about
going home, but the positiveness with
which Barnes salq “We're going to
stay” convineed the young man that
the veteran had something up his
sleeve, and that he, too, would be
compelled to remain and sce the game
to the end,

Barnes conversed with the (hina-
men and gradually led un to the dis-
appenrance of the Idol, and showed
the newspaper clipping to the inter-

preter, That person hecame interest-
od at once, and amid a wealth of de-
tall told what he knew of the nccur-

The explanation flashed on him in an
instant A portion of the floor had
been sifted over carefully with a cov-
ering of fine white flom Designedly
she had led him about the oxtreme edgoe
of the room without disturbing the
stuff, He adjusted his glasses, and,
leaning over, ingpected the soft mantle.
In the center, leading up to the idol,
was a serfes of distinet foot-prints. A
second and closer inspection satigfied
him that the impressions had been
made by a pair of wooden soled shoes
such as are commonly worn by China-
men, The tracks reversed themselves
after a while and showed where the
man had left the bullding,

“You sprinkled the flour here?"
exclalmed, grasping the girl’s wrist,

She nodded her  head, her doll-like
face glowing with feverish excitement,

“When?"

“Last night."

A woman's wit," he muttered,

The next moment he was on the out-
#ide, following the white footprints
with the eagerness of a hloodhound.
They led toward the main living room
of the troupe, and then suddenly
branched off and finally ended in front
of a low, one story frame structure in
the rear.

He turned quickly.

“Whose room is this?”

A look of fear came to her baby face
and she was silent,

“Tell me.” commanded the chief, “No
harm shall come to you.”

“Lew Pang!” she exclaimed, throw-
g discretion to the winds,

he

“Ah!" efaculated Barnes, and there
was satisfaction and triumph in the
brief word,

He made no bones ahout breaking

through the frail doorway, which readi-
ly yielded to his sStrong arms. At this
ghe gave a little shriek d ran away

With her face buried in her hands, He
paid no further attention to the girl,
but got down to work at once. A chest

stood in the corner of the

was the work of a

room, It

in over
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seem (o
average

respective lines, therefore our patients
are assured of the best professional
sarvices | can be obtained. A spec-
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for his services,. WE CHARGE YOU
NOTHING
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It Smells So Good

and it tastes so good—Dbecause it is good.

The fragrance of MCLaughlin's XXXX Coffes makes you hungry for
some-—and the taste is simply delicious—~full, rich and mellow.

MC€Laughlin's XXXX Coffee is imported direct by W. F. MCLaughlin
@ Co., the largest exclusive high grade coffee roasters in the world, and You
get the benefit.

The handy air-tight package and the glazing of pure sugar keep this
coffee clean and fresh—protected from dust, dirt and foul odors,
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